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“Ga ‘are, 
WHOasury Vevarite ti 


BUOUREAD OF TITLE MINT, 


y/ ashing l n, LD € Janvary 10 SIIB. 

oars 

Your desire for a requisition of $20,000. on the general 
appropriation for the eoinage of standard silver dollars seems 
large, unless in part far the purehase of eopper. It 18 Very 
apparent that the expenses for wages of workmen at your mint are 
far in exeess of any previous period. While a part of this 
is doubtless due to the work on dimes and minor coin, and is 
therefore reasonable, I fear a part of it is due to a econtin- 
-uanee of portions of the foree beyond the periods for which 
employees have been taken on to help out in extra work. 

I desire that you look into this matter with attention, 
so as to keep the foree down to the absolute requirements. 

It is plain to see that the expenditures this year for wages of 
workmen are going to reach a very large figure beyond the esti- 
-mate. 

The matter of overtime, too, is one which gives me much 
eoneern, for, notwithstanding the objections to systematie over- 
-~time which I have frequently expressed to you, the overtime on 
the pay-rolls appears to be only slightly redueed by the expe- 


-dient of adding to the regular foree. 
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I presume a part of the inerease is doubtless due to 
the employment of laborers in clearing up the basement. I trust 
that that work will be regarded by you as temporary, and if not 
finished that it soon will be, and the extra foree dispensed with 

I take the present occasion to say that in order to 
justify anything like the present expenditure for wages of work- 
-men it becomes necessary that the output of the mint should be 
commensurate. You are authorized, therefore, to eontinue 
the coinage of dimes for the present, without making overtime for 
that coinage, and also the coinage of eagles, with a similar 
avoidance of overtime; the object being, first to havé some coin 
in reserve, now that vault room is being. made, and second, to 
justify the present seale of organization of the mint force. 

Yet this authority for continued coinage of dimes, and 
for the resumption of gold coinage, should not be understood as 
a warrant for inereasing your force, which, on the contrary, I 
think ean be reduced, if a suitable effort is made to that end. 

Very respeetfully, 


pe as 


ee Director of tie Mint. 
Hon. Daniel M. Fox, oe 


Superintendent U.S. Mint, 


Philadelphia. 
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[Abstract:] As it is plain the expenditures for wages for 1888 will be largely beyond... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 10, 1888 


Sir: 


Your desire for a requisition of $20,000 on the general appropriation for the coinage of 
standard silver dollars seems large, unless in part for the purchase of copper. It is very apparent 
that the expenses for wages of workmen at your mint are far in excess of any previous period. 
While a part of this is doubtless due to the work on dimes and minor coin, and is therefore 
reasonable, I fear a part of it is due to a continuance of portions of the force beyond the periods 
for which employees have been taken on to help out in extra work. 


I desire that you look into this matter with attention, so as to keep the force down to the 
absolute requirements. It is plain to see that the expenditures this year for wages of workmen are 
going to reach a very large figure beyond the estimate. 


The matter of overtime, too, is one which give me much concern, for, notwithstanding the 
objections to systematic overtime which I have frequently expressed to you, the overtime on the 
pay-rolls appears to be only slightly reduced by the expedient of adding to the regular force. 


I presume a part of the increase is doubtless due to the employment of laborers in clearing 
up the basement. I trust that that work will be regarded by you as temporary, and if not finished 
that it soon will be, and the extra force dispensed with 


I take the present occasion to say that in order to justify anything like the present 
expenditure for wages of workmen it becomes necessary that the output of the mint should be 
commensurate. You are authorized, therefore, to continue the coinage of dimes for the present, 
without making overtime for that coinage, and also the coinage of eagles, with a similar 
avoidance of overtime; the object being, first to have some coin in reserve, now that vault room 
is being made, and second, to justify the present scale of organization of the mint force. 


Yet this authority for continue coinage of dimes, and for the resumption of gold coinage, 
should not be understood as a warrant for increasing your force, which, on the contrary, I think 
can be reduced, if a suitable effort is made to that end. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 
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[Enclosed note: ] 


Wages earned. 















































Ordinary Account St’d. Dollar wages acc’t. 1887. 
7th mo. $22,656.30 $9943.82 
8th mo. 26,701.96 11,485.34 
9th mo. 26,416.62 11,272.08 
10th mo. 27,500.05 11,915.22 
11th mo. 27,193.43 12,040.31 
12th mo. 28,309.06 12,657.61 
$158,777.42 $69,314.38 
Wages appropriated, Ordinary Fund for the year 
ending 6th mo. 1888. $293,000 
Amount expended as above 158,777.42 
Balance available for next 6 mos. $134,222.58 
or say $22,400 per month. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L.R. Cowperthwaite 
Book Keeper 


